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Ark Safely Seated at Eiquality
Chapter No. 6!

On May 25", a 6™ degree was held at Equality
Chapter No. 6! This was the first time in any recent
memory that this degree was completed by
Equality Chapter. Let this be the first of many
more to comel!



Murphysboro Chapter Declares Good
News from Marion!

On Saturday, June 7, 2025, in Marion, IL Fellowship Lodge #89
held their annual George Washington Dinner! Members of
Murphysboro Chapter No. 164 chose to wear red and promote
lllinois Royal Arch Masonry and bring awareness to our august
mysteries. Fun and fellowship was enjoyed by all!

Murphysboro Chapter No. 164 was chartered on October 28, 1875
during a period of rapid Masonic growth in post-Civil War
Southern lllinois. Its first officers included John Ford as EHP, E. Day
as King, and George Andrews as Scribe.

With the guiding motto “Sit Lux et Lux Fuit” (“Let there be light,
and there was light”), the chapter has long upheld the values of
enlightenment, fellowship, and service. For nearly 150 years, it
has played a vital role in advancing York Rite Masonry in the
region, conferring Royal Arch Degrees and fostering Masonic
leadership.

Despite the passage of time and changing eras, Murphysboro
Chapter No. 164 remains a proud and active presence in the
Craft, honoring its heritage while building toward the future.



EDUCATION CORNER

The story is told of a historian recording folk history in lllinois
in the 1970s. Several people in the countryside had told him
of a farm family, which had the ax Abraham Lincoln used
when splitting logs for a living as a young man. The
historian finally located the farm, and found the farmer in
the yard splitting wood for a living room fireplace. He asked
him about the story.

"Yes," said the farmer, ‘It's true. Abe Lincoln lived around
here as a young man and he worked for a while splitting
wood for my great-great-grandfather. Happened he'd
bought a new. ax from a peddler the day before Abe
Lincoln came to work here, and he gave it to Lincoln to use.
We've kept it ever since.” "'That's a real historical treasure,’
said the historian. "It really ought to be in a museum. Would
you mind going into the house and bringing it out so | could
see it?" "Oh, we know it's important,” said the farmer. 'l take
it to the school from time to time and tell the kids about it
and Lincoln. Seems to sorta make him real for them. But |
don't have to go into the house, I've got it right here." He
handed the horrified historian the ax he had been using.




You mean you'e still using it?" "Sure thing, an ax is meant
to be used.” The historian looked it over carefully. “| must
say, your family has certainly taken good care of it." "Sure,
we know we're protecting history. Why, we've replaced the
handle twice and the head once.” In many ways, Masonry is
like Abe Lincoln's ax. All of us tend to assume that Masonry
has always been the way it was when we joined. We have
become fiercely protective of it in that form. In fact, we've
done more than replace the handle twice and the head
once.

For example, when Brothers George Washington, Benjamin
Franklin and Paul Revere (and other Masons of their era
and for decades to come) joined the fraternity, they did not
demonstrate proficiency by memorizing categorical
lectures. Instead, the same evening they received a degree
they sat around a table with other brethren of the lodge
and asked each other questions and answered them for
the instruction of the new Brother. They asked him
questions and helped him with the answers.

The discussion continued until they were confident that he
understood the lessons of the degree. They then taught
him the signs and tokens, and he was proficient. In many-
cases, he took the next degree the next night.




The custom of allowing 28 days to pass between degrees came
about for no other reason than the fact that most lodges met
every 28 days, on the nights of the full moon. There was no
mystery behind that, very few horses come equipped with
headlights, and only on nights of a full moon could people see
well enough to leave their homes in the country and come into
town for a meeting safely.

As to other changes, for instance, the names of the three
ruffians have changed at least three times since the Master
Mason Degree was created around 1727.

More importantly, the nature and purpose of the fraternity has
changed radically over time. It certainly is no longer a protective
trade association, nor a political force amounting almost to a
political party, but it has been those over its long history.

So, yes, Masonry changes. It changes fairly frequently and
sometimes dramatically. Far from being a bastion of
conservative resistance to fostering revolutions in political life
(the American revolution, for exomple) and social life. It created
homes for the elderly and orphanages, and then worked for the
sort of social legislation to make those widespread. It sought
economic development for states and communities. Until the
late 1940s and 50s, it was one of the most potent forces for
change in America.

And Masonry is like Abe Lincoln’s ax in another way. For,
although the handle and head had been replaced, that ax was
still used by the Abe Lincoln in truth if not in fact. The farmer
used the ax to teach. He told children about it and about Abe
Lincoln. He helped make the past real to them so that they
could learn the great values of honesty and hard work, which
Lincoln typified so well.



It's the same with Masonry. In spite of the many changes
which have already happened and the changes which are
bound to happen in the future (Masonry, like any living
thing, must change and grow, or die) it is still the same.

It's essence -- the lessons it teaches, the difference it
makes in the lives of men, that great moment of
transformation which is the goal of Masonry, when a man
becomes something new and better than he was when he
came in the door as a candidate -- the essence cannot
and will not be lost, as long as Brothers are meeting in the
true Masonic spirit; to work and learn and study and
improve themselves and the world.

That's Masonry, and like Abe Lincoln’s ax, it was meant to be
used, not to rust away in a museum case. That use keeps it
bright and sharp and Masonic, no matter how often the
handle and head need to be replaced.
ABE LINCOLN'S AX
Jim Tresner, Editor, Oklahoma Mason



Excellent Grand Principal Sojourner
Meets Dinger!

Somewhere along the path from Babylon to Jerusalem,
our EGPS Isaac Orr got lost and ended up in Denver. Not
to be discouraged, he set out to prove that dinosaurs
are, in fact, real. The mission was successful, as he
learned that they still walk among us! After days of
scouting, he was able to learn that Dinger roams to the
Center Field bleachers of Coors Field in the 3" inning of
every Rockies home game! It was noted that Dinger
may have a certain affinity towards Cryptic Masonry!




ILLINOIS YORK RITE

GRAND SESSIONS
JuLy 17—-19, 2025
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

Grand Roval Arch Chapter of the State of Illinois Convocation
Companion Damny L. Gaddis, Most Excellent Grand High Priest
Thursday, July 17, 2025

Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of Illinois Convocation
Companion Billy I. McIntrve, Most Hllustrious Grand Master
Friday, July 18, 2025

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State of Illinois Conclave
Sir Knight Jamie A. Emery, KTCH., Right Eminent Grand Commander
Saturday, July 19, 2025

Knight of the York Cross of Honour, Priory No. 11
Knight Benjamin R. Gates, Eminent Prior
Saturday, July 19, 2025

All room reservations for the
Abraham Lincoln Hotel, a Double Tree by Hilton, 701 E. Adams St., Springfield, IL

Must be made online using the following link:
https:/'www hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/202 5grandvorkritesession

Group Rare: $125.00 plus tax
Discount Code is GYR
Room Reservation Deadline: July 1, 2025
(after this date, rooms revert to standard ‘public rates)

Upcoming Events

e 7/16-7/19 - York Rite Grand Sessions
= Abraham Lincoln Springfield Hotel

HAVE A NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION?

Write an email to I0rr@ram-il.org and MKwilosz@ram-il.org with your suggestion and
we will work it into our future newsletters!



